

ADOPTED 9/9/14


Introduced by Council Member Boyer and Co-sponsored by Council Members Jones, Carter & the Rules Committee: 

RESOLUTION 2014-609-A 
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING BUILDERS CARE, THE NORTHEAST FLORIDA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION (NEFBA) AND HABIJAX FOR THEIR CHARITABLE WORK THROUGH THE “HOME BUILDERS BLITZ 2014” TO BUILD AND RENOVATE 50 HOMES IN THE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Home Builders Blitz was established in 2002 as an initiative between Habitat for Humanity and professional builders to build and repair homes across the United States. Over the years, this single event has built more than 1,000 affordable homes across the country and has a building goal for 300 homes in 2014; and 
WHEREAS, this year Builders Blitz will visit 80 different communities and services have been extended for the first time to include renovations. Builders Blitz 2014 kicked off June 9-14 in Jacksonville and Jacksonville was home to the largest Builders Blitz in the United States. Through the collaboration of Builders Care, HabiJax and NEFBA working together, the lives of 50 families in the New Town Neighborhood have been positively changed due to the construction and renovation of their homes along with revitalization of their neighborhood; and
WHEREAS, Builders Care, founded in 2001, is a faith-based nonprofit construction contractor and the charitable arm of Northeast Florida Builders Association (NEFBA), whose mission is to provide affordable to no-cost construction services to elderly and disabled persons, and to other nonprofits in Northeast Florida with a kindred purpose of building a better habitat for all; and
WHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity of Jacksonville, or HabiJax, founded in 1988, has become the largest non-profit affordable housing provider in Duval County. HabiJax is considered to be one of the most successful Habitat for Humanity affiliates in the United States, having provided homeownership opportunities and other housing services to more than 2,000 families. In addition, HabiJax is an advocate for affordable housing and fair housing policies and provides workshops and other training to help families improve their housing conditions; and
WHEREAS, the Northeast Florida Builders Association (NEFBA), founded in 1944, is a professional trade organization comprised of local builders and associated businesses involved in the building industry. The association's focus is to promote, educate, involve and serve today’s building industry professionals and the community. With more than 1,000 members, NEFBA is the largest local builders association in Florida and serves the construction industry in six Northeast Florida counties including Duval, St. Johns, Clay, Baker, Putnam and Nassau counties; and
WHEREAS, there were 25 new constructions and 25 renovations scheduled during the six day event. Builders Care secured the support of 13 different builders and companies that renovated 25 homes. Although the bulk of the work was completed during the week, Builders Care continues work on a few projects which required more intense renovation because of their commitment to deliver quality restoration to the homeowners while working on a limited budget. Through coordination with HabiJax and NEFBA, over 1500 volunteers and 30 private homebuilders and subcontractors showed up each day to build the 25 new homes, work on landscaping and exterior repairs, painting and siding; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville

Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Builders Care for their commitment and contribution over the past thirteen years towards improving the quality of life for residents in our community; congratulates NEFBA for 70 years of service in Northeast Florida as a professional resource and partner in community growth; and applauds HabiJax for advocating for and educating families on improving their housing conditions which enhances our communities. Their combined efforts during Home Builders Blitz 2014, along with various sponsors and thousands of volunteers, who participated in providing quality restoration to the New Town Neighborhood, was a stellar showcase of teamwork and commitment and the City Council extends its gratitude for making Jacksonville’s Builder’s Blitz the largest in the nation.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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